Scots companies planning major renewables
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DHNLY one-fifth of onshore
eonsidered by the Scottish
Gowernment have come [ram
Scollsh-owried developers with
misters aocused af sellang off
renewnihie assels rverseas,

The SNP's Energy Minister
has boasied that Scotland has
“unrivalled renewable enengy
potenitial®, with sround
onequarier of Europe's
Scotland

Blut only cight out of 39
propasals in frond of the
Gaowerniment, which are either
to large for councils o
delermine or are subjeci bo
appeal, are rom Scoltsh firms

Statistics shiow thal 19 of the
bids kuve been submitted by
OVETSCES Companics snd snother
10 are from English-cwned
B

Cum Erusisp Save Cur
Hills snd the statistics shra
thad the SMP Gareernment was
viewed as a “soft touch” by
foreign-cwnied developers keen
o meake moncy from renewable
energy. The group daims the
figures refube any claims {hat all
ecimmmec benefils for Scoblnd,
when s0 many of these plans
weoald resalt bn profils either
poirg abroad or south of th
Barder

Amiong the oreigr-owmed
companies (o eok at Scotland
for windfarm ane
those from Cansds, Prance and
Giermany. Mujor firms owned by
the Norwegian and Swodish
poernisenls an: also bmobved

Rapid
expansion

SCOTLAMD carrently has an

oitshore widud ity of around
B.5GW Plans are in 723

rapidily expand offshore wind
capacity io 11GW, s part of &
blueprint to transform the
COUnry into a carbon neutral
restion. Bail shaoet-lerm capacity
srcrrases fur rencwabde crengy
wrlll e froon omsbore wind -
with § 43GW of capacity
alreacly approved and another
JEW in the planning stoge

lmin Milligan, spokcsman for
Save Our Hills, said: “It ks clear
from these statistses thal foreign-
crwned FneEry Companies
conssder Scotland o sl touch
when it comes bo winciarm

it
“Thaty aire lindimg wp bo
comver our landscape in
turbines in the hope of
muaking corsaderabile profits
all fur expense.
“Miza
complete myth
in sugprsi

Scothand abways stands to
benefit ecomnmmically from the
scemmingly limitless spresd of
windfarma. 1€'s time the Scoitish
Gurrernmient stoisd up Lo these
developers. We're al saluration
paobnd with windlsrm
development, and ministers
maesi v consider nther forms
of rencwabile energy for the sake
af cur coomsomy — which s so
dependent on touursm - and our
preciogs landscape

Bt experts hanae
stressed that renewable
en=rgy thrmggh
affshore and onshore
wind poasr wall

ani ermdronmenial

We have taken steps to boost
locally-owned and community
renewables, as well developers
using local supply chains

berefits for Scotland. The
Scodttish Cererrnmont’s stalbutory
Climate lheses: s thve
Govermimond fiscus on

“u lavourable
r:-n:#vlnmmﬂm re
wired ™ nnad Famimen electricity
peneratinn frivn renewahle
soainees at high levels if turgets
are o be mel

Investment

THE SMP Government's
Poia e i by Srantin
a H
10 "ot over €10 ilhon
i Morth S5ea roncwables in the
coming decade™.
The doscumenit also luighlights
o “new renewabde, allenengy
comagmption target of 50% by
205}, cowering electricity, heat
amsd ", mdding thai
“there will sl be & sulsiantial
il rease in renewabke
penerution, particularly thruugh
new offshore and onshore wand
capacity . Bai the BiFab fiascn
over windHurbine coniracts has

e chaiins promised as
pﬂmﬁr‘ﬂumm'l

projects far outnumbered by European firms

wingd capacity harve nol
materialised. Coleader of the
Seottish Greens, Loma Sater,
safd- “We have o wealih of
potential here. What we need i
the will o invesi it amd s the
same hime, make sire that
imvestment is benefiting
Seotland.

“In the past, there's been a
real disappointment thad the
CGrereermmeent has had a very
hands-off approach. They
handed our valusble resources,
wind cnergy wnd 5o on, fo
said pet on with it

Scolteh Labour leader Anas
Sarwar said: It seems the SNP
have created green pobs - just
nat kere in Sootland, The SNP
has bearned nolhing fram ils
fnilure ol BiFab and Scotilish
wairkers deserve belter. My
climate recovery plan puls
econoaic recervery and climade
action hand in hand. Tosecure
new green jobs here in Scotland,
wir moed @ bold indusirial
strabegy o ensure Lhe greath ia
domestic rencwablc
prdachiom and (o deliver a bncal
first approach o procurement
and business suppoet.”

Pl Whiedhouse, the SNP's
Encrgy Minister, said: “With ihe
fimited af our
mhmpir::mmwhmﬂ

H:-Ir.l.l:ﬂr:i:l..

“Oimly with the full transfer of
eneryy powers through
mifependenoe can we ensure
that Scotland's massive
renewables kil 15 properiy
renlzed that econonic
rmpact = maximised "




